20170131 EXODUS 18:1-20:23 "The Heart of the Torah" 


‘ "The Heart of the Torah" Series: "Lessons for Living: A 
Torah Christian Walk through the Torah" by Faber McMullen, 
KILU Y Union Grove Baptist Church ©2017-2018 


JETHRO - TORAH: EXODUS 18:1-20:23 


This piece of the Torah is named after the father-in- 
law of Moses. The text tells us that Jethro was a cohen 
or a priest of Midian.1 According to Jewish writings 
and sages, he was considered to be a great expert in 
idolatry and in the occult. He investigated them all. He 

: s was an expert in them all. This is the most central 
Torah portion in that it contains the giving of the law. And itis even more curious 
that it is named after Jethro who was a high priest of idolatry; that is until he heard 
of the mighty works of Yahweh. 


The Torah portion starts with Jethro making a visit to Moses as he is coming up from 
Egypt. He brought his daughter whom Moses had married earlier, and their two 
sons. Jethro sat and listened and heard of the great things that this God of Israel had 
done for Moses and the Children of Israel. He was so moved that he gave up his 
idolatrous path and devoted his life to the One True God. We read near the 
beginning of our Torah portion: 


? Then Jethro rejoiced for all the good which the Lord had done for Israel, whom He had 
delivered out of the hand of the Egyptians. '° And Jethro said, “Blessed be the LORD, who 
has delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians and out of the hand of Pharaoh, and 
who has delivered the people from under the hand of the Egyptians. !! Now I know that 
the LORD is greater than all the gods; for in the very thing in which they behaved proudly, 
He was above them.”” 


The great Jewish sages say this was one of the greatest sanctifications of God and His 
name in all of history. When those who have seen the deepest evil recognize that 
God is their only hope it is a sight to behold. Jethro had been a priest of evil, but he 
discovered that he had been wrong his entire life. We often forget that our faith is 
not just for those of us who grew up in it, rather it is a message for ALL of mankind, 
even those who have stumbled in the darkest of darkness. God always reaches out 
to those who are lost beyond lost. And here, the heart of the Torah is named after 


1 The Midrash counts him as one of the main advisers to Pharaoh; 
https://www.rabbiwein.com/blog/yitro-1192.html 


2 The New King James Version. (1982). (Ex 18:9-11). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 


this pagan who heard of the greatness and the glory of God and he decided to choose 
life instead of death. 


I have called this the "Heart of the Torah" because it is God dispensing Ten Great 
"Words" or instructions to mankind. The biblical account shows that Sinai became 
covered in smoke and on this 50th day after Passover in Egypt (a Shavuot + 1 day) 
God gave these 10 instructions to man. Curiously, this 50th day after leaving Egypt 
falls on the exact day in the Jewish calendar when God later poured out His Holy 
Spirit on the Church. That was the day of Pentecost (Pente meaning "50"). This isa 
reminder of the importance of Moedim, or appointed times when God acts in and on 
the earth. 


Let us now read the "Heart of the Torah" together: 


20 And God spoke all these words, saying: 

2 “T am the LORD your God, who brought you out of 

the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 

3 “You shall have no other gods before Me. 

4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved 

image—any likeness of anything that is in heaven 

above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the 
water under the earth; > you shall not bow down to 

them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and 
fourth generations of those who hate Me, ° but showing mercy to thousands, to 
those who love Me and keep My commandments. 

“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not 
hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain. 

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. ° Six days you shall labor and do all 
your work, !° but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it you 
shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, 
nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your 
gates. !! For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all 
that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the 
Sabbath day and hallowed it. 

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which 
the LORD your God is giving you. 

13 “You shall not murder. 

14 “You shall not commit adultery. 

15 “You shall not steal. 

16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, 

nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor 
anything that is your neighbor’s.”? 
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3 The New King James Version. (1982). (Ex 20:1-17). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 


Verses 2-3 tell us that Yahweh is a God that frees mankind from bondage. This is in 
great contrast to Baal which means dominator or possessor. God longs to set us free, and 
in that freedom we may submit to Him and love Him with all of our hearts. Egypt is a 
metaphor for our spiritual past. We were each dead in ourselves and our sins. When we 
came to Christ He set us free. We need only believe and obey. The Bible says, 

36 Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed. (John 8:36) 


Having been freed from our condition, these words or commandments give details on 
how we are to have a right relationship with Him and with one another. The first four 
commandments are vertical in their instruction. They give instructions regarding our 
relationship with God. Commandments five through ten are horizontal, giving us 
instructions regarding our relationship with our fellow man. Let's look at each and I'll 
give a few words of commentary on them. 


1 You Shall Have No God but Me - God wants us to have an exclusive relationship 
with Him. This reminds us of the words spoken in marriage vows when the husband and 
wife pledge to one another to "forsake all others keeping only unto each other". That is an 
exclusive relationship, and that is the kind of relationship that God wants with us. He is 
our Creator and He desires a relationship with each of us. 


2 No Idols - This commandment warns of things 
ce that get in the way of our relationship with God. It is 


easy for us to begin putting other things on the altar 
instead of Him (making other things more important 
than him). He instructs, "You shall not bow down to 
them nor serve them." This is God telling us that no 
object, no affection, no emotion, no person, nothing 
should come between us and him. Think again of it in a marital context. It means that 
no job, no car, no cattle, no relationship with another, no desires, no pleasure should 
come between me and the one I love. Is there something coming between you and Him? 
What is that idol? It may be a thought, word, or deed. Is it sexual sin? Is it pride? Is it 
enslavement to intoxicants that alter your mind? Is it a perverted thought life? God is 
also warning us here that the effects of pursuing those things may have effects that will 
last beyond our own lives for many generations. Confess that thing and get it out of the 
way! 


3 Don't Take God's Name in Vain - Don't say you have a 
relationship with Him when you don't. I would go further 
(and I may be stretching things here) and say that this might 
include "talking the talk, but not walking the walk". If you're 
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it is any of these, you are taking God's name in vain. Taking 

God's name in vain might include putting a cross on your 
business card or making sure that you mention that you "love Jesus" or "love God" to 
somehow get the confidence of another. That is taking God's name in vain. Also we 
should avoid saying such things as "Oh my God" about trivial things. 


The easiest way to keep from taking God's name in vain is just to live for Him (Romans 
12:1-2). Glorify Him in your life's work! Be so close to Him that your life is the 
embodiment of Avodah. And don't use His name casually. Keep His name holy. 


en 4 Remember To Keep The Sabbath Day Holy - God is telling 
_ THE us that people have importance even when they're not working, AND 
SABBATH He is telling us to consecrate (set apart) special time with Him. 
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iia "Take time for me.... and that's an order!" And you know what? It's 
not just for Him, but for our benefit as well. As I have shared with you all, it is a 
common practice for Sandy and me to keep a Sabbath on Saturday. We will often 
deliberately leave as much of Saturday as we can unscheduled. Last Saturday we just 
spent time alone with God, worshipping and reading our books on prayer, while I 
practiced on my guitar and she did research on her Bible Studies. That is the spirit of 
Sabbath time! We felt so refreshed it is hard to explain. It is supernatural. Schedule 


time to be with your Creator. It is the 4th of His ten most important things! 


Commandments, 5,6,7,8,9,10 are instructions on how to get along with the world around 
us. That is why I call them the horizontal commandments. 


5 Honor Thy Father and Mother - Commandment five tells us that our parents are a 
priority. Note that this commandment does not tell us to "love our parents". It tells us to 
"honor our parents.” I don't want to spend as much time as I did on this last time, but 
suffice to say that we shouldn't do anything to dishonor our parents. I realize that some 
in this room had parents who were destructive and were abusive. You wonder, "How can 
I honor this person?" I will answer you. Pray for them. Do not purposely forget them. 
Do not speak ill of them. Leave the hurt behind and realize that you have a heavenly 
father who is absolutely crazy about you and in love with you. Love Him back. Leave 
Him to deal with those who hurt you so profoundly. 


6 NO MURDER - The King James Bible archaically translates 


f this as "do not kill". Environmentalists, leftists, vegetarians, and 

° everyone else try to say it means we're never supposed to kill 
A- An anything. That is not what God is saying. He is saying, "Human 
-2 life is precious. Life is mine to give and to take. Do not take the 


life of another without just cause." "Lo tirtzach!" means "Do Not Murder.” It does not 
mean "do not kill.” It really is pretty straight forward. 


The Consequences of Fornicationand 7 NO ADULTERY - This means don't have sexual 

d intimacy with anyone you are not married to. Let me 
repeat. "Don't have sexual intimacy with anyone you are 
not married to." This includes single people, married 
people, and married people with single people. Not only 


that, don't even wish you could have sex with someone you're not married to. 
In Matthew chapter 5, Jesus said, 


27 «You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 78 But 
I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery 
with her in his heart. 


Guys, girls, this means no pornography. It will affect your relationship with your 
potential mate. It means no daydreaming or heart-wishing for someone you don't have. 
Don't subject your mind to steamy novels, sexually explicit movies, and rotten 
Hollywood's ideals of unrealistic romance and sex. It will just drive a wedge between 
you and the one you love or one that someday you might be privileged to love. God's 
commandment is for our own happiness. 


8 Don't Steal - As my dad always said, "If it doesn't belong to you keep your hands off 
of it." Stealing can be outright stealing or something subtle like cheating your boss out of 
time you're being paid for. It can be holding back from the church the support that God 
speaks into your heart to give. It can be hiding significant facts in a business deal. It's 
really pretty easy. If you wonder if what you're doing is stealing it probably is! 


9 No Bearing False Witness - "Bearing false witness means to lie.” Stop lying! Mean 
what you say and say what you mean. When we lie to others we break the trust that 
creates a good relationship. Realize that gossip can be a lie when you don't know if what 
you're repeating is true or not. 


10 Do Not Covet - God says to stop looking with envy 
at what others have. Don't want their wives, their 
husbands, or anything else that belongs to others. It is 
perfectly okay to try to change your circumstances, but 
learn to be content in your circumstances if you've done 
all you can and things don't change. The Apostle Paul 
said, "1° But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last 
your care for me has flourished again; though you surely 
did care, but you lacked opportunity. ' Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have 
learned in whatever state I am, to be content. (Philippians Chapter 4) Get your eyes off 
of others, and put them on Jesus. It'll keep your relationship with others where it needs to 
be, and you'll be a whole lot happier and satisfied in your own life. 


Jesus said, "If you love me, you'll keep my commandments" John 14:15. Ask the Holy 
Spirit today to clean up any problems you might be having with these ten. 


Are you ready to be free today to love Him with all of your heart? Start with the faith of 
a mustard seed and believe. In faith, put your faith and trust in Him and He will indwell 
you with His Holy Spirit empowering you to live in obedience. Let us pray. 


Union Grove is one of the oldest Baptist communities of faith in the State of Texas dating 
back to 1844. Pastor Faber McMullen may be reached by email at 


uniongrove362@ gmail.com or by snail mail at: 15301 FM 362, Navasota, Texas 77868. 
Tel: 936-825-1227 (Edited and proofed by Amanda Fryday - Webster, Texas.) 


